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ej>pe<] forward as Tod. Bed. Bill. Fat, 

like tumbled clown the steps. 

<JI, Weill" Undo Charley said in cheery. 



MikL-'s ^elidi fluttered and hi) nose: 
twitched. The early nior " ■auilii'ht ilnihlnl 

liami, ii-awl TiLs noslrils. 1!,- l.iv .luis/Mill 

and then, all :,t o.n'c. realized where lie was. 

Beside him. Fa! suddenly opaned his ej« 




ir parent* You're lo stay here." 
s derided Oode Charley left at 

■vi)]i l]i- ih-n utility came a feeling 

Jl il to working. They weren't very 
however, and spent moil of the 
g themselves up oil the ice. Before 
do hud ended, Mike could sail the 

vs w,.]! .lucked with food 



His wnrds had theeffec 
their midst. Uncle Charley, a railroad engi- 
neer, would have Lo go back to his job sootier 
thim he had expected. The lioys all felt a sink- 
ing sensation in tin' pit of the stomach. 

"Do you hate tu go?" Red asked. 

"Yes," Uncle Charley answered. "I'm sup- 
posed to he on my vacation, but Ben Matthews 

The bovs exchanged glances. 
"What/' Mike asked, "shall we do?" 
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"Hello," he said agreeably. "Hoped I' 

von In. me. Could 1 l'v iiliv d i.i mr 11,111 
Cutely," Fot said warmly. "Come ii 

test your bones." 

"Thank you." the sUiingei ;ms"v,e.l. 
Tot! grinned. A feeling of l>ini>e<s. nf 
hung lite a cloak about their v 



Tod 



■<eiflm- ■ 



id the: 



"My n . 
Johnny Drake." 

Tod held out his hand. 

"Clad to meel you," he said simply. "Mv 
names Tod Worth." He felt his fingers being 
swallowed up in Julmny Drake's huge hand. 
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in. Then Tod introduc _ 

"Are you looking for Red's unole?" Fal 

"No," Johnnv answered, "but I'd be glad 
to meet him. Is he around?" 
"Not light now," Tod replied. 
"Well," Johnny said, "I didn't tome Id see 

Mr. Stevens. Can i« fellow keen ,i secret?" 



Fat lot die remark pass. 
-Well," Johnny wen! on. "maybe you'd bet- 



t little 



te befor, 



teetive stories." lie fi:id [heir i plete .HI, 

lion now. "A couple of weeks ago I sLumbl 

here. So I stuck lie. mvk mii';uichi-icd In fi 
oui more about tins hosiness-and did. F 

llcfon- f [uriL the iui.'i linn over lo (fie pioi 

authorities. T waul r-veretliini; mined out n 
in it, place." 




oepl thai I'm interested in the man with th 
curly hlatk hair who got off the Imin wit 
inn last i-iiiht. Ilenuinlier him?" 
They all did. 
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Jolinny thought diings e 
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anything -yet." 
staying?" 
stay with friends." 

Br, "Well,- he said. 

.-night, Thanks." 



, ...jbbomlv. " , 

"turn about is fair play. -What kind of funny 
business is it von think'sgoing on?" 
. Johnny shook his head. "I can't tell you 
that," he answered. "It would pul you boys 
in danger to know the details. The men I'm 
alter would do anything to keep from being 

Tod moved over to the fireplace and kicked 
anoilicr log into position. "All right." he siiid 
finally, "if you won't lell us, vou won't. Bui I 
think lis .1 dirly trickl" 

Johnny nodded". "I know."' he answered 
cheerfully. "T hate myself for it, but .,. ." A 
sudden thought struck him. "Say! Mavhe there 
— help.? " 
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